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Againft Communicating with the | 


Jariſh- Aſſemblies, 


As by L A W Required. 


Impartially. Stated and Propoſed, | 
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Gras Mew are not alvayes Wiſe, c; "Job 32. 

Morey in wain the Net is fpread in the febt " ay Bird. 
© Prov. I. 17. - 

AHappy is he thut ſs not himſelf 'in that rhing which 

| 4:-Selty "Rom: 14, 22. - - Cay 


- 


Pricited in the Year 16 8 as 


READER. 


T Hou art deſired to confider, That the Reaſon wh 


' the Author of theſe Papers has given thee the 
Trdgment of Mr. Baxter againſt communicating 
with the Pariſh - Aſſemblies, as by Law required\, « to 
andeceive thoſe who think, that he has been of late writing 
for it; mhereas that which he hath written does hold 
good only" on Suppoſition, the Pariſh Aſſemblies. are Con+ 
ercgational Churches, independent on the |. Dioceſane 
Biſhop, who # for our holding Communion with them only 
as ſuch. | 
It has wery much grieved the Author to ſee how 
many have been led from. their Principles by . ſome mens, 
who thoueh otherwiſe Diſſenters, have ſince the late wiges 
your Execition of the pxnal Laws, not ' only. gonei then 
ſelves to Church, but done their beſt to engage Others 
fo do ſo too; and to that end have obſerved the Rite 
of the Polititian, © To preſs the Examples and Practices 
of ſome *Eminent Men, as a gccd means to draw 
on the reft.* This: have' they p.ibliſhed the Names of 
Nye, Robinſon, Owen. a»d Goodwin to counterance 
their Communicating with the Pariſh Afſemblies iz the 
Liturgy - Worthip'; which « manifeſt Abuſing thoſe 


A 2 1 erfons, 


'To the Reider. 


Perſons, while they are. niade to: plead for 4 Prafics' they 
Diſavov, ED | | 


' The Deſigne of the' Publiſher of Mr; Nye, Robin- 
| fon, &c. (4s he bimſelf profeſſeth) Is as well ro fa- 
tishe thoſe that ſcruple Communion with the Church 
 fTo wrt, with. the Parifl- Aſemblies--in- theip Litur- 


_ . &y- Worſhip] as to vindicate thoſe who have com- 


_ plyed; mhereas there is not one of theſe men that ſpake 
4 word in favorr of Pariſh Communion. 

Mr. Nye's ad. Mr, Robinſon's Papers are ONLY 
for the Lanfulneff of Hearing the Conformiſt Mini- 
fters preach, mot for Communicating with the” Pariſh in 
their Liturgy - Worſhip. ! Beſides, it. muſt be. noted, 
That what they wrote was confined to private Manu 
ſcript, until ſome Tears after their Death, | and ever, © 
i may” be, deſigned for publick view. And the Author 
of A ſpeedy Remedy againſt -Spiritual. Incontinency, 
p47. 4. : doth aſſure us, That at Leyden, My. Robinſun 
- © being, confuted .in the preſence of -- above Three 
*Hundred Pegple, did . revoke -his. Opinion about 
. © Fearing, and. acknowledged that Hearing was a 
_ *finful partaking with 'thac Miniſtry, Tha this was 
Nine Tears before Mr. Robinſon's . Death, . and - that 
Mr. Robinſon's Papers were pot - publiſhed in ſome 
years after his Death, and had not been. publiſhed then 
neither, hid tvey not through Inadvertency eſcaped the 
Flames, and fell into the' hands of -«an Tnveterate Enem!| 
who prinied them. Soon after they were printed, M: 
Cann wrote an Anſwer, notwithſtanding which , the: 
Papers are now 'Re-publiſhed, «nd Mr. Robinſon's As 
thority wrged to  juſtifie the LAWFULNESS « 

| Cox \ 


| Speaks wot 
'  -femblics 4s are of the Dioceſane Frame, nor of fixing 


'To :the- Reader. 


ComMmuniciting with the Pariſp. Alſewblies in the -Eitiirgy- 
' Worſhip. | : 


| In .like manner, Dr. Owen, who - did grant that 


. Forms of Pravers, in [ heli, . »xay be lawful, is intro- 


Uuced as an Approver of the Lavfulns{s of the impoſed 


- Liturgy | and Ceremonies in particular ; #han which. there 


cannot be a greater Abuſe. 

'Dr. Goodwin likewſe, : after -#he Dinceſane Epilſ- 
COPAcy w.44 laid aſide, did ſay, * That in ſome of the 
*.Pariſhes iz this Kingdom .there are :many -Godly 
©Men, that do conſtantly give up themſelves to .the 


* ©Worfhip-.of God in publick., . and meet .together 


© in oye place, to that end in.a conftant Way, under 
*Aa Godly Miniſtry, whom they .themſelves have 
choſen to. cleave unto .(though they did nat: chuſe 
*him at firſt) Theſe { /arth *the -Doftor)) --notwith- 


Oftanding their Mixture, -and want of Diſcipline, 'T 


©never thought . for my. part,” #n#- 'thet they were «rue 
*Charches of Chriſt, -and Siſter Churches, .and{o-ought 
©*to be acknowledged ; And as for holding Communion 


*with them, I ſay, as &fer -Charches, .ocosfionalh, as 
'<Strangers, men-might hold Communion with them. 
. $0 far Dr: Goodwin. 


Wore here, 1% That he deſcribes « Church, "which 
for its kind is Congregational, . rhough in 5t there is *« 
Mixture and want of Diſcipline, Hts I iſcourſe is -of a 
L£ompieat C ongregationa] Church, #0 of 4» income 
pleat ' part of 'the Dioceſane. '2dly. He writes for 
our -acknowledging 'ems to be Siſter ' Churches, and com. 
municating with them Joccaſionally as Strangers '; but 


by 


of "our communicating ' with [uch Pariſh... A. 
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To the Reader: Sends 
eur Communion there, as the Law now requires. 2dly;. 
He inſiſts only oz the Faultineſs of Mixture, and want 
of Diſcipline, ot o» the Liturgy-Worſhip,. which ſuffi- - 
ciently evinceth that he- meant it of the. Presbyterian 
Congregations, which had no Liturgy; not of the Epil(- 
copals which have. For whoever conſults what he has 
in his Expoſition oz the Revelations, will find enough that 
ſpews how much he was againſt the Liturgy-W, orſhip. But yet 
this Doftor's Judgment muſt be produced for the juſtifying 
eur communicating with the Pariſh-Aſſembl es, that are but 
incempleat parts of a Dioceſane ſingle Church in their 
Liturgy-MWorſhip, as by Law required. 

Mzuch. after the ſams manner doth the Rewerend My, 
Baxter deal with us, when he refers us to the Judement 
of th: O!d Nonconformilts, who. though they were for 
Communion with the Pariſh- Aſſemblies then in being, 
yet eftcemed the Dioceſane kind of Churches, Miniſtry 
and: Ceremonies to be Violations ' off the ſecond Come 
mandment, Idolatrous «nd Antichriſtian. | And .zs ts 
the controverted Ceremonies ©( for inſtance, Kneeling at 
the. Sacrament) - Mr. Baxter &#7o0vs be## how much he 
differs from ſeveral of them, to whom he refers us; for 
they affert theſe Ceremonies to be Antichriſtian and 
Idolatrons. Burt Mr. Baxter, notwithſtanding the high 
Apvluuſes he givgs *em, has openly relizquiſhed their 
Dv»{trine, and fallen in with: Morton and. Burgeſle,. . 
having allo eſpouſed thit' very Diftintion of Primary 
«nd S2condary Worſhip, which they received from 
Bellarmine: awd Suarez ; ' the inſufficiency whereof has 
been lon2 4 g0- detected by. Door Ames in his Reply aud 
Freſh Suite.. 


b- BFToreover, 


To the» Reader. : 
Moreover, it mult be offorued, that Mr. Baxter Faw 
got” given ns {0 full 24d Jiftin® n fiate of the preſent. 
Controverſie, between hin and thoſe he calls Separatiſts, 
fs wis peceſſary ; for, his Diſcouyſes for Communion 
with .the Pariſh- Aſſemblies, without fuller Expla» 
gation, will (as now they are) be generally taken 
as f he meant it of the Pariſh Aſſemblies by t aw 
eſtabliſhed,, which are in a kind deſtruttive of . 
Chriſt's Churches, Miniftry and 1iſcipline, as 
"Mr, Baxter himſelf avers; whereby the weaker ſort 
miſtaking Mr, Baxter, are induced to conclude the 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution to be good, But what is this leſs 
than the caſting 4 (tumbling Block in the way of his weak 
Brethren ? j 


"Theſe things then being ſo, *tis become neceſſary that 
ſome-what be done to undeceive the World; and ſeeing 
Mr. Baxter rs the Perſon ow whoſe Authority moſ 
of thoſe Diſſenters who are now for Pariſh Commus + 
nion, Ao leax, T have thought it expedient to lay bea 
fore chem an impartial ftate of Mr. Baxter's Judge 
ment, as T find it in ſome of his late Writings, to- 
gether with thoſe Reaſons that he doth furniſh us with, 
(as Arrows which we may gather up to ſhoot back upon 
him) againſf communicating with the Pariſh Aſſem- - 
blies, as by Law required, The giving @ juſt Account 
of Mr. Baxters altos againſt Pariſh - Commu- 
nion 4, T acknowledge, but Argumentum ad homi- 
nem, adapred chiefly for the filencing Mr. Baxter ; 
but - the Reaſons that are conched im what is given 
out of Mr. Baxter, are more than ſo, and ſuch as 
wo revive anther Aofrr thas mew te oye, 

4 148 


— — 


To the: Reader: - 

That Mr. Baxter is grows” wiſer, and hath changed bis 
Fadgment. ;. for- until Mr. Baxter or ſome. other do- 
validly anſwer what Mr. Baxter has ſaid in his. Five. 
Dilputations 4g4izſt Epiſcopacy zwd Ceremonies , . 
and in his late Treatiſe againſ# Epiſcopacy,.. what I 
heve here urged- will abide in its ſtrength, and carry. 


alſo with it the Authirity and Weight of the Unans, 
werable. Mr. - Richard- Baxter.. ; | | 


22 
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Mr. Baxter's Judgment and Reaſons 


again Communicating with the Pariſh 


 Aﬀemblies, as by Law 73 ie im-. 


partially ſtated and propoſe 


the Pariſh Aſſemblies, and communicating with 
them in their Long When and in ſpecial 
y 


T Here has been of late no little ſtir about going to 


Agr. Baxter hath been warme 
(as he himſelf will have it) of hisown, and the PraCtice of 


- 


engaged in the Deferce, . 


thoſe that are for Pariſh-Communion, and cannot ſuffer a . 


little Manuſcript, ſaid to be Dr. Owens, to eſcape his An- 
nimadverfions and Oppoſition. Tt is at this time no part 
of my Province to examine Mr. Baxter's Anſwer'to Dr. 
Owes's Arguments; I call the Manuſcript Dy. Owezr, 
not only becaufe common Fame dire&sme todo ſo, bug 


becauſe in the. Arguments there is the  DoQtor's: 


wonted.- Accwracy and- Srrengrh. There are very many, 


Seripture-Reaſons couch'd in a few Lines, and ſuch as 
are too ſtrong to receive any harm from Mr. Baxter's 


Anſwer,asI could by divine Afſitanceclearly evince: but. 
at this time it ſhall be no part of my Work. In this, 


my aim is to ſhew, What it is My. Baxter is really for, that 
he is 45 much againſt holding Commmnion with the Pariſb-4/- 
ſemblies, as by Law required, as thoſe are, againſt whom he 


writes, and that we are furniſhed with unanſverable Ar-. 


guments 424nft ſuch Pariſh:Communion, by Mr. Baxter, 


Capacity, 


- Thus much will be —_ very manifeſt to a common » 


; WS... - 
Eapacity, by ſhewing what are My. Baxter's avowed Prin-- 
ciples about the Inffiraries, Miniſtry and Diſcipline of. 
Corift's Cuarehes, and what are the natural conſequences 
of thoſe TOREIInNs holds, and- wherein lies the point, . 
in which he differs from his Brethren. In doing which I 
will give you Mr. Baxrer's ſence, for the moſt part in his 
own words, direCting you to the very pages of thoſe Books 
of his I make uſe of. 


*&. x7. All Chriſtians (faith Ar. Baxter) are agreed, . 
* that Chrift is the Author of the Univerſal Church (con-- 
* fider'd both as Baptized or Externally Covenanting, calld 
* Viſible,” and as Regenerate and ſincerely Covenanting, call'd, 
© Myſtical) as it is headed by Chriſt himſelf, and called his 
* Body and ſpecial Kingdom. - | 4 

*$. 2. Wedoubt not but Chriſt bas inſtituted the Office 
© of the ſacred Mi/try, to be under him as a Teacher, 
* Rokr and High-Prieft of the Church, in Teaching, Gued-- 
* ing and Worſbipprng, and that he has inſtituted holy Aﬀer-- 
© blies and Sordeties, for theſe things to be. exerciſed 1n. 
And that [a Society of Neighbour Chriftiens, aſſociated: 
«with ſuch a Pofpr or Paſtors, for Perſona! Communies, 


<even in ſuch Doarine, Diſcipline. and Worſhip] is-2. 


*Ehurch-form of: divine Inftitution. . No 
<. 3.Weknow.not of any proot that ever was produced 
©that ery Churches: of the fir ff Rent, muſt (of: duty). 


make one fixt. greater Compound Church: by Aſſociation, 


«whether - Cla/ſica), | Dioceſane, Provincial, Patriarchal: or 
« Nations;"and-that God. has inſtiruted 'any fuck form, 
vide Mr. Baxter's Nonconformiſts ples-for peace," pi 8, 12-- 


Fo 


ſ 


$. 4+.* Chriſt has: ſtated on the- Paſtors of his Inſtituted ' 


© Churches, the Power of Teaching Aſſemblies, and:/partt-- 


 cular:;perſans: of leading thern in-puþlick-Worſhip,..and 
* Sacraments, ,and of ] adging. by:the power of the Keyes, 


, 


> 
, 


py 


l 


was R > Ha. 


* and -profeſſon of Faith, and, whom to admenyh, 
«for Obſtinate Impenitance reje&t ; and this Inſtitution 
$ none-may Alter.  - 


> C3) 
« whom to receive into- their Communion, by Baptiſte, 


$. 5. © He has Inſtituted Qrdinary Aſſemblies, and ſta- 
« ted parricular- Churches, 4s is aforeſajd, for theſe Holy 
© Exerciſes, and forbad 'all--Chriſtians to forſake them, 
<*and he and his Apoſtles, have appointedand ſeparated 
© the Lords day hereunto, None therefore may abrogate, 


* or ſuſpend thoſe Laws; all thisis proved, Afar. 28. x9, 


* 20. &nd 16,19. 4xd 18,18, 19. Joh,29. 243. Luke re. 
© 27,38. Mat. 21. 36, aud 22. 4,5. &c. And 24 45, 46- 
© Heb. 11.25, 26. Ads 11.26. 1 Cor. 14.  Epheſ. a. 4. to 
©17. 1 Thef. 5.12, 13. Heb. 13.7. 24: Tit. 1. 5,6. &c- 
* x Tim. 3. AS 14. 23, Afts. 20. 1 Cor. 16.1. &e. Mr. 


Baxter Ub: ſupra, p..24- 


 '$.6. © The Divceſane kind of particular Churches, 


© which has only Qne Biſhop. over many ſcore. or: hun- 
* dred fixed parochial Aſſemblies, I take({aith 3dr. Bexzer) 
*to beit ſelf a Crime ; Whichin its very Conſtitution, 0> 
© verthroweth the Office, Church and Diſcipline, which 
« Chriſt by himſelf, and his Spirit inhis Apoſtles, Inſtitu- 
© ted; For 1. Pariſhes are made by thera wo Churches,as ha- 
*ving no ruling Paſtors, that have thepower. of judgin 

* whom to Baptize, er admit to Communion, or Refuſe, 
* but only are Chappels, hrving preaching Curates: 2. All 
* the firſt Qrder of . Biſhops in ſingle Churehes are depoſed. 
© 3. The Office ofPresbiters, is changed-inta Semi-presbi- 
*ters. 4 Diſcipline is made1mpoſſible; Mr. Baxter's 
Church Hiſtory of Biſhops aud Council abridged, Ch. 1. Q. 54: 
'The like he affirms in his five Diſputa. of Church- 
Government, p4g.29.. .* As t0 the eight fort of Biſhops 
© (viz) [The Diocelane, who aſlumeth the ſale Govern» 


B 2 © mer 


LL [4] _ | 
*ment of 'many' Pariſh Churches; botli Precbirers nd Pct 
©2fe,] as ten, ortwelve; ortwerity,-or more, asthey-uſtd. » 
£ todo, even a whole Dioceſs; I take them {ſaith My. Bax- 
© ter) to be Intollerable and Deſtraitive to the peare arid happt- 
© »-/s of the. Church, and therefore not to be admitted. 
© under Pretence of Order or Peace, if we can hinderithen). 
$. 7. * This Dioceſane 'Church Government; 'being- de 
© fafbo, eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, the pariſh Aſſemblies 
Gare not compleat particular Churches of the firſt Rank 
©2nd Order, they are but parts of a Dioceſane, which is de 
* fatto, eſtabliſhed as a ſingle Church, Izfime ſpecies. That 
pariſh Aſſemblies are not partieular Churchesjis manifeſt- 
ed from Mr.:Baxters principles. For 1. That Corvent which 
rs 4 fo the being of « Church, is wanting. © Andiit is 
« ;3mpoſſible (faith 3dr. Bexter in his Carhol. Concord, p.23 1.) 
*to be a Church without the Cement of Conſent.” If ma. 
*ny be forced intoa Temple, not Conſexting, it is a-Priſon, 
© they are not a Church it they. Con/ext only*te Meet on 0-- 
©ther Occefions, as for ſome Occaſional Att of Religion, it is. 
© net thereby made a Church.. If they be commanded to 
* conſent, and do-not, and'if. it only be their Duty, it ma- 
* keth them not a-Church;.. but only nuowkuny \okr | 
ought to be one: So far Mr. Baxter.. And it'is manifelt, . 
that in purſuance of Cavor. and Statute Law, the Pariſhes 
are de fatto, ſettled as parts of a Dioceſane Church ; and 
whoever: joyn themſelves unto the Pariſh aſſemblies, as- 
by Lew required, conſent to be of the. Pariſh aſſembly, - as. 
it isa part of the Dioceſane Church; this-doth every Pa- 
riſh: Minfter, who ſwears Canonical Obedience; that-is, 
Obedienceto his Ordinary ſecundum Caxzones, and who is to 
reſt: ſo: fully farisfied: in the Dzoceſane. Government,. as 
to declare: he will got endeavour, on any pretence: what>- 
ever. the- alteration of jt... But coforar the Pariſh _ 
— bly. 


b ? 
as & > © 7 TY ** , .4 v Ta - » 
p b 
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bly into  a-compleat particular Churchz -is to-make aaSu6" 
[{antial Alteration in tlie Dioceſaze/Conftttation. : Beſides? 
the YVefteries, who. (as Mr. Baxter ſaith) do after a ſor® 
reprefent the Pariſh Aſſembly, are alſo ſworn to the Dro* 
__ Conſtitution ant Government,and therefore:ca nnot he 
juſtly, interpreted to conſent to the;Pariſh-Aſſemblies,being 
acompleat particular Church ; Whatever conſent there 1s . 
between rhe Miniſter. and People, it muſt be ſuppoted to 
be no.other than what is agreeable to the. Droce/ane Rule, 
(4. e.) tO be parts. of the | Dipce/aue Church, taking' none 
for their Paſtor but the Dzoceſane Biſhopes'i,. (2) 9710) 2, 
- 2. 'This Pariſb-Aſſerwbly doth nor only want conſent to 
wake it a Church, but: it has no. Parach:al Paſtor, though 
the Peftor and Flock are: the eſſential conſtitutive parts of 
a: particular _orgenin'd: Church, yet-its not*to.be found .in' 
qur Pariſhes; 1#-m-iay; be a Community - (faith Mr. Baxter,” 
«bi [utr.). withont « Paftor;; |. not a' Polity, | not an Eccleſta-* 
ftical Soriety. . That the'Pariſh Miniſter is not a-Paſtor, is 
manifeſt ;: for he is deprived of what is eſſential to the' 
Pajtoral Offe.'' {This 1s evident {according to the Princis* 
ples of Mr. Bexrer);'who diſtinguiſhing between the ON 
ad New Epi/copaty, and-who though hehad more favour-' 
able thoughts of -the-O/4 than of the ' New, and knows 
that the preſent is morelikethe-zew than the 0/4, and con-- 
ſcquently worſe ;- yet writing againſt the, reſtoring the 
Old ,..: be. lays.*dawn -his ' fourth Ar; it thus; 
© 4- That Epi/copacy, whieh Hlegraderh all the Prebyters”* 
*in the Nioceſs,, or .cauſeth:them to ſuſpend an Eſſential* 
© partof their Office, is not :to be reſtored under any pre-* 
* tence of the right Order of Peace.- But ſuch means 15d 
Engliſh Epiſcopacy; And in his Advertiſement to his Five Diſp.* 
P- 13.14; &c..ta.fatisfic: thoſe -thet'make ſome doubrof 
the truth of the Minor, he faith, * All menin'Epy/eed that" 
* knew 


© knew but twenty years ago-what belonged to theſe mart- 
©ters, are paft doubr of it.' And TI have'no-mind to dif 
<.pute againſt them that contradit th? common know- 
*ledge of the Nation, | as if chey ſhould doubt whether 
Gever we had a King in Ezelaud. 2. Read over the Ca- 
©nons, and the yearly Yifiratiow Articles, which the 
*Church-Wardens i{wear to preſent by, before-they had 
<eyer read the Book, or heard what was in it. And then 
<;udge, 3- Their Arguing for the ſole Juriſdiition of Bs. 
</bops, and that they only were properly Paſtors, and that 

, Precbyters had-not the Key of Dife cipline, but of Dotitrize, 

<;s ſome Evidence. Wl | | 

<[t 15 knownto the Nation,that the Paftors of the Pariſh- 

© Churches had no-power by their Laws, (or ſufferance} to 
* caftout any the moſt erroneous'Sinaer or Heretick from 
the Church, nor to:bring themts open confeſſion of their 
© fn, +nor-to abſolye'ths Penitent, bur by reading of their 
© Sentences, *and publiſhing 'what they 'ſent from their 
©Conrts, and conſequently could do nothing of all the 
< means. hereunto; torthe means cannot be uſed where 
< the end.is known'to be impoſhble. - All the obRinate 
<(cantalous. Perſons and fcorners of a holy Life, we muſt 
<cakeas Members-of: our Churches, having no. power to 
*caftthem out. Indeed we had the ſame Power as the 
«* Charch-W ardess, to put our Names to the Preſentments, 
© but a/power of Aceuſing to a Chancefors Court, is not a 
© Power 'of Gvvernine, elpecially 'when'Prety, under the 
< Name” of  Preciſeaeff and Puzitainiſm, was (0 batedarid 
© perſecuted, that 'to' have accuſed a'man for meer Pro- 
« ahaneneſs, would have been ſo far from obtaining the 
«end, as thatit-was like to have been the undoing of the 
« Aocuſers./ i 07 ne BW IN 
© £Obj.'\But 7s 2168(3he pow:r of” Diſciphut' given them in 
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© Anſw. 1/4. Tn their Ordination, the Brſhop ſaid to 
© them [Receive the holy Ghoſt, whoſe Sins thou deſf remit, 


© they are remitted ; whoſe Sins thou do#t retain, they. ave re- 


<r4ied | and in the Book of Ordination it was asked them, 
© [Whether they would give their faithful Dilizence alwayes t0 
© adminifter the Doitrine and Diſcipline of Chri##, as the Lord 
© has commanded, and as the Realm has received the ſame, 
© according to the Commanaments of God ?] And the Rabrick 
<f the Common-Prayer-Book enables the Curate to admoniſh 
* open and notorious evil Livers, by whom the _ 
* gation is offended; and thoſe thar have wronged their 
© Neighbours, that they come not till they have openly. 
© declared; That they hawe regented and amended. But, 
*x, This doth but ſerve to leave them inexcufeable that 
«< acknowledge Diſcipline to belong to the Office of a Preſ=- 
©byter, . when yet he might not exeuſe it. - The Biſhops 
©;in the Ordination of Presbyters ehabled them to Preach 
he Goſpel; and yet they were. after that forbidden ta 
< preach, #ithey had x Licence, and it was put into the yt. 
Fration Article, to preſent thoſe Miniſters, thatpreach- 
«&d withour a Licexce. If they will deny us the exerciſe 
of the power, that. they firft confeſs belongeth to our 
"Office, weare not anfwerable for, their ſelf-conrradiftions. - 
«2: By Diſcipline, 1 ſuppoſs they mean but our InfiryCti- 


- *bn, and our publiſhing their-Orders for Penance, Excom-- 


* munication, or: Abſolutions. - ' 3. They were the Judges 
© of the ſence, of the Laws'as far as the Execution requi-- 
© red, and the univerſal praQice of 'Englayd ; which their- 
«.Writings [heweg us, to ourcolt; their Judgment ; wha 
*pood | would it d6 us, if the Law had been on our fide,” 
<while the Concurrent Judgment and .PraQtice of: the 
© Governours -denicd it, and went aganift it?” 4. He that 
* has+ kept a (marr from the-Sacrameat, :according tothe - 
F : c plain j 


» 
a 


* Plain Words of : the Rubrick, was to have been account- 
© able for it at their-Courts, and fo likely to have:begn un- 
* done by-it :. So far. Mr. Baxrer, Which ſurFciently ſhews 
that the Pariſh Miniſter. is in his Judgment degraded and 
deprived of w hatis eſſential to the Paſtors Ofice; for by 
$aking from them the power of Church-Government they - 
deſtroy the very Oice of the Presbyrers ; for Ruling is as 
Eſſestial to their -Office as preaching ;.notv ithſtanding/ 
Which, -as 34. Baxter proves,and expreſly aflerts, the Eng- 
Bb Epiſcopacy, taketh from the Presbyters the Power of- 
Church Governing ; ſce his fve Ds/pat. p.39., 

- Butif it had been only the Exerciſe of the PariſhPres- 
byters Power that had been ſuſpended, yet conſidering the - 
Suſpenſion is ftatedly eftabhſheg by... Law or Cuftorm, du- 
rihg the Life of the Miniſter, its a deſtroying his Office ; 
faith , Mr. Baxter ; * Though an Office may be Linexerci- 
*ſ{ed tor a time on ſome ſpecial Reaſog,, yet if it be fated(y 
©[uſpended, and that Genoa efiabl acd by Lav. or Cu- 
* fomduring the Life of the Minnlter ; \this ispleizlya de- 
"Proying or nulling the Office 1t {elf,, and not to be en- 
*dured. And ſurely, the Exerciſe of the Paſtoral power 
is fetedlyſuſpended,and the ethenhog is-by Law or Cuſtoms 
eſtabliſhed,' during the, Miniſters Life, -and therefore the 
OMBce is nulld and dcfroyed ;. that. is; thepariſh Miniſter: 
i5 not z Paſtor, nor has the Pariſh Aſſembly any Paſtor, it 
i5 not a particular Church. _. :., + | 

" All this MF. Baxter ſaith, of the Old ExgliſhPrelacy,and 
yet thioketh that the preſent is much worſe than the Old. 
In his 1econd. Defence of the Nonconformiſts, p.. 64, Dr. 
Small. faying, That t- ere #5 #0 other reaſon of our Separation, be- 
cauſe Wu the Terms of our Communion, thas what was from 
the beginning of the Reformation. Mr. Baxter Anſwers, *To- 
© ſay, that we grant that there are no more Renlogs nowe ' 
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(than were then, 1s #09 bold £. untruth, there is more rex. 
{on /1.) From the Gzalityof the things impoſed (2.) From 
© the deſignes and drifts of the Impoſttion. (3.) Fromthe 
© effeAs. (4.) From the Aggravation of Conformity, as _ 
* in the Church that we muſt communicate with.(5.)From 
© the things which give us afuler cauſe for our Preaching and 
« Aſſemblies, viz. The late general contrary Church ftate 
© and Engagement toit, &c. On thefeparticulars Mr. Bax- 
ter enlargeth ; I will but juſt intimate what he ſaith on 
ſome of them. (1.) As-to things impeſed now which 
© were not then. 19. TheVeſtry Ai was not then made, 
*by which ſo eonfiderable part of the Pariſh Churches as 
*he Yeſtries arc, are to renounce all Obligations,to endea« 
< your any alteration of the Government of the Ehureh, 
© from the Oath and Vow, called the Covenant; ſo that all 
< Reformation of Church Government, as ſo ſworn, was 
© renounced. by them, who ina fort repreſent the Pariſh 
© Church. 5. The Reordinationof Miniſters, Ordained 
© by Presbyters,was not then required,and made a Neceſſa- 
© ry condition of their Miniftration and Church relation, 
(even by them that confeſs Reordination Unlawful.) And 
* therefore Plainly. intimateth the Nulhry, .of the firſt — 
© 92. The Word [ Paſtor } as applyed to Pariſh Mini- 
© ſters, diſtin& from [Cxrates] was not then blotted out 
© of molt places in the Liturgies, nor the 2oth of the 
* As, as applyed to Presbyters left out [Take heed toyour 
* {elves, and to the Flock &c.] inplain deſign to Alter the Of< 
* fice and Pariſh Churches. To all this let us add. © - 


d. 8. That he that will hold Communion with a Church, 

* muſt conſent to the Mzniſtry, Diſcipline and Worſhip of 
* that Church, ſee Cathol. Concord, abi ſupra. So that he 
that will Communicate with the Pariſh Aſſemblies muſt 
C | conſent 
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conſent to the Miniſtry, Diſcipline and Worſhip of their 
Aſſemblies; that is, he muſt conſent to the Dioceſanc 
Paſtor, to the Pariſh Sems-presbyters, and to the Pariſh 


Aſſemblies, as being a part of the Dzoceſane Church, and 


ro the Dioceſane Diſcipline; for de fatto, this is the Con- 
ſtitution and Frame of Pariſh Aſſemblies, they are but 
parts of the Dioceſane Church, they are under no 
other Paſtor but the Dioceſane Biſhop, have no other 
Miniſter than a Semi-Presbyter, who wants what is 
eſſential to the Paſtoral Oflice, and the Aſſembly 
wants that Cement of conſent that is neceſſary to the 
making e'm a compleat particular Church. 

This being ſo, May we by any Af or Deed contribute 
to the 'fixins and eftabliſbing the Dioceſane E iſcopacy 
amongſt us? I'll Anſwer according to found Reaſon, 
in conjunftion with Mr. Baxter's own Principles : If 
it were unlawful to reſtore the old Engliſh Epiſcopacy, 
is unlawfull to give countenance and ftrength to it, 
onee reſtored ; © for the OnY it, is but the con- 
tinuation of the thing reſtored - and if we might not 
lawfully help forward, nor conſent unto the Reſto- 
ration of it, we may not lawfully fix it, when onee 
reſtored; - for all theſe Miſchiefs that are ſaid to be 
the Fruits of its Reſtoration, will be continued by a 
fixing 1t. 

-But according to Mr. Baxter, it was not lawful to 
reſtore the Old Exgl/iſh Prelacy, much leſs Lawful te 
{ſettle the New, which ſhe ſaith) is worſe. His Reaſons 
are many, e. g- *It deſtroys the end of Government, 
*and is certainly inconſiſtent with the neceſſary Govern- 
© ment and Diſcipline, to be exerciſed in the Churches ; 
©It unavoidably cauſeth Separations and Divifions in 
*the Church; it degradeth all the Presbyters in the 
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C232) | 
© Dioceſs, and deſtroys and nulls their Office ; it is the 
* produCt of proud Ambition and Arrogancy, contrary to 
* the expreſs command of Chriſt : Ir ſo far gratifieth' 
© lazy Miniſters, as to eaſe them of the moſt painful 
«part of their Work: It is contrary to- the Word of 
<God, and Apoſtolical Inſtitution, according to their 
© own Interpretation. Moreover, it gratifieth the Devil 
© and Wicked Men, not by an unavoidable Accident, but 
©by a natural Neceſſity ; therefore (faith Mr. Baxter in 
his five Di/put. pag. 32, to 50.) not to be reſtored under 
Fo pretence of the Order or Peace of the Church ; 
And for the ſame Reaſon (ſay I, ' according to Mr. 
Bexters principles) not to be :complyed with, not to be 
countenanced, not to be fixed and firengthened by us, 
though 'now reftored. Though the Order . and Peace 
of the Church bei pretended, yet we muft do nothing. 
that countenanceth or ſtregthens the Engliſh Epiſcopacy, 
we muft not hold communion with them ; for that is 
to conſent to the uninſtituted ſpecies "of their :Cherch, 
Miniſtry, Diſcipline and Worſbip.. What then muſt: we 
do ?* May we ſeparate ' without contrafting the guilt: 
of Schiſme ? Take Mr. Baxter's own Anſwer;. 


$ 9. *1f any Prixce would turn his Nzngdow, of a: 
© whole Province, Dioceſs or Country, into one onely Church, 
© and thereby overthrow. all the firff Order of Churches, 
* of Chriſts Inſtitution, which are aſſociated for perſonal pre-- 
* {ont Communion, allowing them ao Paſtors, that have the 
© power of the Keys, and all efſential to their Office, 
*though he ſhould allow parochial Oratories or Chappels, 
* which ſhould be no true Churches, but parts of a Church, - 
*3t were no Schyſm to gather Churehes, within ſuch a 
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12) 
© Church, againſt the Lows of ſuch a Prince ; ſee Noncon- 
« formifts firſt plea for peace. p. 5 2. 

Thus according to My. Baxters principles, a ſeparation 
from the Pariſh Afemblies, and an erecting particular 
Churches, according to Goſpel Order, is not Sch7/m. Our 
ſeparation from the Dioceſane Conftitution,and from the Pa- 
riſh Churches, as but parts of the Dioceſane, is juſtifyable, 
and not to be Condemiied. Now the Ley-Nonconformiſfts 
are fully perſwaded, that the aw of the Land requires 
our coming to Church, our going to the pariſh Aſſemblies, 
as they are parts of the Dioceſane Church, which Mr. Bax. 
faith they muſt not do. | 
* This be 
be querying about Mr. Baxters Praftice, and late Wri- 


| = and ſay, Why then does Mr, Baxter go to Church ? 
W 


aoth he write ſo much for it, and cannot ſuffer a few 
Lines in Manuſcript to paſs without a publick Confutation ? 
What ! doth Mr. Baxter /ay and unſay, or is his Conſcience 


. againſt communicating with the pariſh Churches, and his 


Prattice for it ? God forbid I ſhould think ſo of one, 
whoſe Goodneſs and Learning both ſeem above the ſize 


of what is Ordinary : Really therefore that I might 


find out the Notion on which Mr. Baxter infiſts to © 


fatisfie himſelf, in holding communion with the pariſh 
Aſſemblies, even when he is ſo very much againſt them, 


— they are but parts sf" the Dioceſane Church, 1 have taken 


ſome pains, and have been impartial in my Search, and 
I think Thave found out. the Notion he builds on, which 
I take to be this. | 
* My. Baxter diſtinguiſheth between the many Pariſh 
* Churches, and the Dioceſane, and the Church of England, 
© as conſtituted of fuch Dzoceſare Churches, The old 
> Jo | Noa- 


cing ſo maniſeſt, I preſume the Reader will | 


A . ES 


I 
* Nemn:onformifts commonly { LAW the Pariſh Churches, 
* (and the Church of England, as made up of ſuch) 
* but not the Dioceſane. , It is therefore a Miſtake, 
© that owning the Pariſh Churches and Worſhip, is an 
© owning of the preſent Dioceſane Conſtitution. Mr. B. againſt 
Pr. O. Pp. 9. | 

So that Mr. Baxter diſtinguiſheth between the Church 
of England, as it is made up of many particular com- 
pleat Churches that are Parochial, and as it is made u 
of many particular Disceſaxe Churches. And here it mu 
be N oted, _ 

1. That though Mr. Bexter ſuppoſes the National 
Church of England to fall under theſe two diff: cons 
federations, yet de faffo, its notorious that there are not 
two ſuch National Churches of Exel/and exiſtent; and 
in truth, its impoſſible that there ſhould be two ſuch 
Churches, ſimul & ſermel, exiſtent in one- Nation; for 
a National Church made up of many compleat Parochial 
Churches, 1s in its very conſtitution deſtruttive of a Na- 
tional Church made up of many particular Dioceſane 
Churches. Mr. Baxter himſelf confeſſeth, that the 
Dioceſane Church made up of many Parochial Aſſemblies, 
and eſtabliſhed as a fingle Church, Infime fpectes, of the 
loweſt 'Rank and Order, is deſtruQtive of the very 
conſtitution of Parochial Churches, and the Dioceſaxe 
Epiſcopacy and Diſcipline deſtruQtive of the Parochial ; 
and the ſame may be ſaid, 2 contra, of the Parochial, 
it is .de{truQtive of the 'Dzoce/ave. So that its impoſſible 
there ſhould be in this Nation two diſtin&t National 
Churches, the one made up of many Parochial compleat 
ſingle Churches, the other made up of many Dzoceſane 
ſingle Churches. If then the National Church 'be in 
purſuance of the Laws, de fatto, ſettled as made up 

of 
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of many Dyoceſaxe ſingle Churches (whether this be of 
Divine or Humane Right, matters not) its impoſſible 
to joyn our ſelves to the Pariſh-Afſemblies, as to com- 
pleat particular Churches. For what-ever Mental Ne- 
trons we may have of the Church of Englaud, our 
Notions cannot make the Conſtitution to be &e fatto, 
otherwiſe than it is; and all know that the Nations! 
Church is de fatto, a National Church made up of ſeveral 


ſingle Dioceſane Churches, and that there is no National 


Church of England exiſtent made up of many compleat 
Parochial Churches. But, 

2. 9.2 wo one Pariſh - Aſſembly, or more, ſhould 
form and frame themſelves into oompleat fingle 
Churches, and the People ſhould conſent to: take the 
Pariſh Miniſter for their Paftor, and the Miniſter 
ſhould exerciſe the whole power of a Paſtor in this 
Pariſh Church. If this be ſo, it's acknowledged that 
Mr. Baxter may hold communion- with this Pariſh 
Church, and not own the preſeat Dioceſane Conſti- 
tution : But then it will alſo unavoidably follow, that 
this Pariſh Church cuts it ſelf off from the National 
ſettled Order, it is a Diſſenting Charch; for it hereby 
ceaſes to be a part of the Dioceſane Conſtitution, 1t 
is no more under the Paſtoral Over-fight of the Dio- 
ceſane Biſhop, but aſſumes to it ſelf . 

Power that in purſuance of Canon and Statute Law 
is fixed in the Biſhop; ſo that this Pariſh Church is 


not eſtabliſhed or allowed by the Law, but is a Di/- 


ſenting Congregation , of the ſame Nature, Form and 
Conſtitution with that of other Diſſenting Churches; for 
the ſpecics of theſe Parechial Churches Conſtitution, Mi- 
niftry and Dsſcipline is the ſame with theirs, and ag 
perfeQly inconſiſtent with that of -the Dioceſane, and 
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by the Church of England's Ke reſentative declared to 
be No Trae Church, and the Miniſter and YVeftry, who 
conſent to this Alteration, do aQ contrary to their 
ſeveral Declarations and Oaths, and are by the Canons 
Excommunicate, and their Aſſemblies declared Coz- 
wenticles. ; | 

In the 11th Canon, whoſe Title is [Maintainers of 
Conventicles cenſured) its expreſs, * That whoſoever 
* ſhall hereafter affirm or maintain, that there are 
© within this Realm Orher Dleetings, Aſſemblies or Con- 
* zregations of the King's born Subjets, than . ſuch as 
© by the Laws of the Land are held and allowed, which 
* may rightly challenge to themſelves the Name of true 
*and lawful Churches, let him be Excommunicated, 
and not Reſtor'd, but by the Arch-Biſhop, after his 
*Repentance and publick Revocation of ſuch his 
* Wicked Errors. And in Cax. 12. * Whoſoever ſhall 
(affirm, That it is lawful for any ſort of Minifters and 
© Lay-Perſons, or either of them to joyn together and 
* make Conſtitutions in cauſes Ecclefiaftical, without 
« the King's Authority, and ſhall ſubmit themſelves to 
*be ruled and governed by them, Let them be Excom- 
* municated, #pſ/o fas, and not be ceftored until they 
© Repent, and publickly revoke thoſe their Wicked and 
* Anabaptifficel Errors. And in Caron 73. where the 
Title is [[Minifters not to hold private Conventicles] it is 
thus ordained; © For as much as all Conventicles and 
© ſecret Meetings of Pricfts and Miniſters, have been 
«ever juſtly accounted very hurtful to the Rate of the 
< Church wherein they live, We do now ordain and 
© conſtitute, That no Prieſts or Miniſters of the Word - 
*of God, nor any other Perſons ſhall meet togerher 
<in any private Houſe, or el/e-where, to conſult upon 
any 


(16) 
eany matter or courſe to be taken by them, or upon 
« their motion or dire&tion by any other , which may any 
«way tend to the impeaching or depraving of any part 
« of the Government and Diſcipline now eftabliſhed in the 
« Church of England, under pain of Excommunication, 
* ipſo facto. : 

So that thoſe Pariſh Aſſemblies that are ere&ed in 
other manner than according to the Dioceſane Conſti- 
tution, and made compleat particular Churches, they 
are as ſuch no more a part of the ſettled National Order, 
than the preſent diſſenting Congregations, but are by 
the Canons deelared to be Conventicles, and the 
Miniſters and _— that have had a hand in the 
framing their Pariſhes into this Order, are ſo fats, 
excommunicated. This then being ſo, I defire it to 
be obſerved, that when Mr. B. joyns with theſe 
Pariſh-Aſſemblies, Thus conſtituted, his Communion 
is {till confined unto the Diſſenters Congregations, he 
doth not hereby hold any Communion with the 
Church of England, any more thanthe Diſſeaters do ; 
for his Communion with theſe Pariſh Charches, is 
with them as they are erected,” i» Oppoſition untoand 
deſtruRtion of the National ſettled Order, which is Di- 
deeſane. 

To undeceive the World then, T muſt tell them 
(and Mr. Baxter cangot deny it,) that My. Baxter is 
no more for the joyning with the Pariſh Aſſemblies, 
as they are parts of the ſettled -Vational Churth, than 
the congregational Diſſenters are, 'That when he goes 
to Church, he holds no- other Communion with the 
Church of Enzlard than they £0 who-go nor to Church ; 
far his Communion - 1s {till confind to a diſſenting 
Pariſh Charh, erected as much contrary to the Law 
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»f - the Land, as their Congregations-are. Its true, 
'he' joyns - with them in ſome part of the Liturgy, 
:and- ſo. goes farther then they, but he holds not 
- Communion with the . Church of Exslara, as it is. 2 


' Church of Legs! Eſtabliſhment, any farther than they 


do. For he Eſteems the Church of England, as by 


"Law eftabliſhed, to be deſtructive of that k/md4 or 


"Species of -thoſe . Churches, Miniſtry and Diſcipline, 
* which is of Chriſts [»/f/tutio», -and Parochial or Congrega- 
Fional. My. Baxter and they (I ſay) are agreed in their 
.difſeat. and ſeparation from the 7 ariſh Aſſemblies, as. 
"they are” parts of the, ſettled National Order, and dif. 
fer about the Frame of Parechial Aſſemblies ; for My. Bax- 
er ſuppoſes them to .be what (corſideratis conſideran- 


-4z) other Diſſenters . judge Impoſſible. 


' | To make this as plain as poſſible I can, it muſt be-ob- 
ſerved, that Mr. Baxter affirms:the Pariſh Aſſemblies to 
fall under a Twofold Confideration ; They mult belooked 


On, either. as. they are compleat particular Cangregetional 


Churches,. independant on the Dioce/ane, or as they are in- 
compleat parts of, and-dependant on the Dioceſaxe. 
Now. as the-Pariſh Aſſemblies are parts of the Dzoceſave; 
they are, not by :any means to be owned or approved, 
but. as. they are particular Congregational Churches, fo they 
are to be communicated with.and owned. | 

This is Mr. Bexter's Judgment ; but on the other hand, 
his Diſſenting Brethren kold, that though Parockial Aſſem- - 
bl/ies may be aQtually formed and framed according to 
the Congregational Conſtitution, that is, an Aſſembly 
of good Chriſtians living in .a Pariſh, may give up 
themſelves to God, and aſſociate themſelves for perſo. 
nal Communion MEN Dattrine, Diſcipline and. Worſhip of 
Chriſt, chuſing -a Paſtor and other Officers; for this wy 


8 


fred, and Diſcipline duely exerciſed. This may be, 


but though it may be fo, yet they affirm that the Pariſh . 


 Affemblies are not thus conftitued, their Conftitution is 
not Coxgregtional, but Dioceſane. They are not a 6om- 


pleat Church, but incompleat parts. of the Disce/aze; 
"there is no. fuch-conſent as 15 neceſſary ro Confti-. 


tute ſuch a Church; but a confent to be what the 
Law direQs *em to be; they have no. Paſtor amongſt 
them, as a Congregational Church has, nor are they 


"Ji dependant on the Dioceſane, as. the Congregational oy 


They are not a particular Churchr of Chrifts Inſtituti« 


on :. Though. they may be a ſound part of the Catho. . 


lick Church, or of the Chriſtian: Kingdom, yet they. 
'are not an. Inftitued Chyrch',.. they are _nor' a true 


particular Church,, and therefore. it - is impoſſible any | 


ſhould communicate with them, as with ſucka Church. 


Whatever we may fancy them to be they alwayesre- . 


main the ſame, our Imaginatiogs cannot make any 


change on.their Conſtitution, our Mental Conceptions 
are but Iminazext . its, Er Nihil- penunt-- in efſe. 


Think: any man what he will of the Churctr of Eng- 


land, de fado, it remains the ſame, vis. A.Natio- . 
nal Church made upof many ſingle Dioceſane Churches, _ 


Tafome ſpeciei, of the, loweſt+, Rank' and» Order ; for 


which reaſon its Impoſſible... for any. to joyn: with - 


the Church of England;: as. made up of many. fingle 


sompleat Payochial Churches; we cannot. Communicate 


with. it as ſuch, becauſe 1t in not. fo made ;there IS not 
any one Pariſh thus CEonſtituted:* Let' Mr. Baxter di- 
ze& them to that Pariſh,” that is thus framed, that js, 


g. 


F183] | 
. the pariſh Aſſembly may conſent to be of fuch a Con-. 
ſtitution, and may chuſe « Paſtor, and in this Aſſembly 
all the Ordinances of Chrift may be regularly Admini-. 
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(19) 
xz particular -compleat Church of Chriſte  Inftitys 
tion, and he would do ſomewhat, but till then, 
although there be ſome ſuch Pariſh Churches, it is, 
to them as if there were none ſuch ; for [ds xo 
Apparentibus ct non exiftentibus eadem eff ratio.) Bc» 
fides they ſay, That if there be any ſuch Parochial 
Congregational Church actually exiſtent in this King» 
dom, and the Miniſter and People privatcly des 
clare ſo. much, they think, that if 'without an opery 
profeſſion of their Church conſtitution, as different 
For the National eſtabliſhed Order, thett Commy- 
-nicating with .them muſt be interpreted a Commy- 
nicating with them as they are a part of the ſct= 
tled National Order, which 1s Dioceſane, which can« 
not be done without an owning the preſent Di- 
oceſane Conſtitution, But if ſuch a profeſſion be 
made,, they -communicate not with the Church of 
England, but with 'a Congregation of Diſlenters, 
From the National Conſtitution» PFarthermore, 
ſome'are afraid, that the ereQting ſuch Pariſh Af. 
ſemblies, -cannot be without the Miniſters an& 
Veſtry Mens-contrafting the guilt of Perjury. In 
fine, T muſt again beſeech'the Reader to fix'it inhis 
thoughts, Thar rhe Church of England, as made up 
of many ſingle Dioceſane Charches,! is not in My. Bax. 
ter's Judgment 4 true Church ; Though it be a ſound 
part of the Church Univerſal; yet the Dioceſane - 
"Churches, which make up the National, and which. 
in purſuance of the Law. are, de fatto, ſettled and 
Eſtabliſhed, are not true Churches, Mr. Baxter 
doth hold that the Pariſh Aſſemblies, as parts 
-of Diccclans Churches, are not true Churches ; 
; " D 2 | {Og 
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ſor they. have Not- Paſtures, as has been largely” 
proved, and its no Schifm to deny 'em, the Coms- 
z#union” proper to a-true particular Church. > What 
* Mr. . Baxter faith of a Pariſh, that wants -a Paſtor, 
on the account of the Peoples -not.: conſenting to 
one impoſed on *em;. the: fame, may: be ſaid of 
that Pariſh,, whoſe. Miniſter. wants - what -is effen- 
tial to the Paſtoral Ofice ; and Th# all Pariſh Mi- - 
niſters.. according :.to: the ſettled National Order 
do want, and. therefore it may be-ſaid, '* That that 
* Pariſh Church #. no Pariſh Church, inthe proper po- 
« litical - Organized . ſence, as: -we now ſpeak: of a 
© Church,- as conſtituted by the Governing and Go- - 
© verned part-. Fer that which -wanteth=anceſſeriti- - 
cal part wanteth the Eflence. And therefore it is 
©no Schiſm to pronounce it no ſueh Church, [i e. 
* xo true Church of Chriſts. Isftitufion?- and to-deny 

© it the Communion-proper to ſuch a Chirch. Mr. . 
Baxters Aowronformiſt plea for peace, p: $2, Le 

- "This then is Mr. Baxters Judgment, - touching.the: - 
Dioceſane Churches, as: by. Law 'eſtabliſhed. © He can 
not conſent unto them; nor hold Communion with. 
them- as- ſuch. For the: very kind and frame of 
their Churches is falſe, fo is their Miniſtry, and Di- - 
ſeipline, even-deftryctive of Chriſts Churches, Miniſtry - 
and. Diſcipline. . op Eh 


6.-10: © A Congregation. or Nation 'of Men: - 
© (faith. Mr." Baxter) of eminent- Sanity and Or- 
© der, ſound Dectrine and *Worſhi ,. may: by: hu- 
«mane frailty take: ſome one Falſhdod or Uncer= - 
* taig.: thing. to. be peceflary to - Miniſtry or 'Com- - 

| | - * Munion, -- , 
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_ (21 ) - 
munion, (as they ſay, ſome**Churahes nnhapily 
tof late rejeCft all that ewn not- the Antiquity of 
*the- Hebrew points) I cannot have local Communi- 
*0n- with” that: Church; (faith he) for they will 
*not reeeive me, unleſs T ſubſcribe either” a falſe- 
*hood, 'er that which T judgefalſe) but yetT high= 
<ly . henour and Love ?7em, and have mental Ca 
* tholick* Gommunion with ' them; © when” perhaps * 
eneceſlty makes me 'joyn © with* a Church: of 
"far worſe Men and Order, ' that will* impoſe 
(no ſin on me. - Mr. Baxtcr's - Schifm- -Deteted, * 


Page. 506" 


If purſuance' *of this . principle 2. Baxter layes © 
down, . his Brethren ſeperate trom -the Church ' of 
England ; for there arc feveral things» which they 
Judge unſound, that are made” neceſſary to' their 
Communion - with them.” © By ' Cannon 27. - * No 
Minifter ;- when he celebrateth the Communion' 
ſhall - wittingly - Adminiſter the ſame*to any bur” 
<fuch as Kyec/, under pain of S»/pexſien, nor under* 
© the like pain: to* any that” refuſe to be preſent at. 
< publick Prayers,” acrording tothe Orders of the Church: ' 
"of Eygland ; that tis according; to the 18th. Capon,. + 
©'Fhe - Communion -muſt* not' be © adminiſtered _- 
*to him,” that will cover  his' Head: in the - 
* Church or-Chappel,” in time of Divine Service, or + 
*that doth not Reverently Kpeet, when the general - 
©Confeſhon; Lettany and -other' Prayers are read, .' 
*and ſhall nor ſtand*up at the ſaying of the Belief, - 
£ or-refuſe-to make due and lowly Reverence, when 
* the: Name of the Lord Jeſus ſhall be 'mention- /* 
*ed,-cin-time of Divine Sepvice,” or refule” to * fay 

s | Gn + + 
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<ip_dve_ per, and aulbly wh the, Miaiaſter 
* rhe Contefion, the Lords Prayer, and the Cree, 
© or not make ſuch other Anſwers, to the: pub- 
*bck Prayers, as are appointed in the Book of 
* Common prager, Whoever refuſeth thelg things, 
he is one who though preſent at the publick Pray- 
Ers, yet not according to the Orders of the Chareh, 
is not to be admitted to the Commuzon, that is, 
all thoſe things are made weceſſary to the Commu- 
nion; And here it muſt be obſerved, that though 
the admitting notorious Offenders te the C.omunion 
be forbiden by the 26th Caron, yet not under the 
penalty of S«/perfiox, as it is in this caſe of admit- 
ting thoſe who refuſe to Kneel, or to be preſent 
at the publick Prayers, agcording to the Orders of 
the Church of England. 

But theſe things ſeveral Diſſenters for great Rea» 
ſons refuſe to do, Fl at this time only infiſt on: 
the Ceremony of Keeling at the Sacrament, and- 
give the Reaſons of ſome Learned Men againſt it. 
iſt. Let us hear Mr. Baxter in his five Di/par. 
P. 410, 411. *As for Kneeling at the Sacrament, I 
£ doubt not at all but the Impoiing at, and that an: 
©ſuch Rigorous Terms, tying all to it, and eaſting- 
s all out of the Communion of the Church, og- 
*<from the participation of the Sacrament, that 
© durſt not uſe it, was a very. grevious Sin, and” 
* tended to Perſecution, . and Injuſtice, and Church 
« dividing. It 1s. certainly 'in a doubtful cafe the: 
ſafeſt way to do as Chriff, and his Apoftles, and 
* the Univerſal Church did for many hundred Years ; 
Seither the Geſture is Indiferew in tt ſelf, or not ; 1s | 

| is 
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©5t be, kow dare they (27 divide the Church by 
<jit, and caſt out Chriftians that ſcruple it, when 
© they have theſe. and many other Reaſons of their 
*Scruples (which for brevities ſake I omit)? If 
(they ſay, That Keeling is of it ſelf Neceſſary, 
«and not Indifferent, becauſe it is Reveren?. [Now 
if the Reader conſiders the Rybrick added in the 
New Common-Prayer-Book, he will find that 
Kyecling is — for a Signification of our humble 
and grateful Acknowledgment of the Benefits of Chrift 
therein. received, and for avoiding ſuch Pro; hayatios 
nd Diſorder in the holy Communion, as might other-- 
wiſe enſue. Thus we fee the Geſture of Aceling 


is made a Reverent Geftrre, neceſſary to avoid 


Diſorder and Prophanation. But fayes Mr. Baxter, 
if Kneeling. is .of it ſelf neceſſary, and not indif- 

ferent, becauſe it is Reverent] Then,. *1#, They - 
Emake. Chri#t © an imperfer? Law-giver. 24ly, They - 
*make himſelf or his Apoſtles, or both, to have 
© been. Sirxers... 3dly, They condemn the Catholick - 
Church of Sin: » They condemn the Ca- 


- *nons of - the chief General Councils. . All which 


fare Conſequents. that I ſuppoſe they will difown. 
$ What a perverſe. prepoſterous Revererce. is this ! 
«when they have leave-to lie in the Duſt before 
*2nd after the very A&@ of Receiving, through all 
<their ,Confeffions and Prayers; yet, they will at 
«other times ftand, and *miany of them {it at 
«Prayer, . and - fit at ſinging Pſalms of Prayer 
©:nd Praiſe to- God, and : yet when Chriſt doth 
invite them to a Feaſt, they dare not imitate 
* his. ApoBles. and: Univerſal Church in their 

* Geſture, : 


—- 
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© Geſture, leſt they ſhould be ſinfully Irrevetert. -Ss 
Gr Mr. Baxter. - 

Now though Mr, Baxter is accurate in di- 
Ainguiſhing, and as to the part of the Receiver, 
may yet fee how to anſwer .all theſe Arguments, 
res þ ftisfie himſelf in kneeling, .yet he-cannot bnt 
believe, . that Godly and Judicious .men may be ſo 
Far under the powerful Convittions of ſuch Ar- 
guments agaialt the Impoſirion,- as to be aunable. 
to fatisfie their Conſciences in complying -with 
- the Geſture of Kneeling. Surely Mr. Baxter tells 
the World ſo much in his firſt Noxconformitts plea 
for Peace, P. 150, 51, I52-- ; 

* Some Nonconformiſts (ſaith he) Layand Clergy, 
© judge Kxeelivg, as things now ſtand,  Unlexful: 
< Their ' Reaſons are, _ 1. In Doubtful .caſes Dury 
© lieth on the ſureſt (ide ; but - this:to, them 45 -a 
' Edoubtful caſe on one-ſide, and to imitate Chrift's 

© Inſtitution by ſuch ſitting, as men uſe 'to -do at 
< Meat, is certainly lawful. E 

2. Becauſe they think Kneeling - vjalareth rhe 
*Reaſons of the ſecond Communanent , being. ſed 
£ where by whole Countries of Papifts round about 
© us, and many among us, i fionifath Breet Worſhr», 
© or Idolatry by the [ame Aion, at. the [ane Seaſon 
«uſed. For they ſuppoſe that che ſecond Commaznd- 
* m:nt forbiddeth Images, as being. external corporab 
©1dohatry, and ſymbolizing {candalouſly with . Ido» 
©laters, though the Mind integd the Worſhip -of 
©God alone: And ſuch they think this Kneeling 
© is, .and that encourageth the Papiſts, So far Mr. 
Baxter. | ES 

2. I'Þ 


2. T'll only.add-one; Argument tmore., which *T 
*Þnd in a Propoſition'' concerning /Kzece{/zg', .jayned 
to Mr. Brad{hai”; Twetve Arguments, which 15s taken 
from the Abuſe of Kyeeling in this Ordinance, by 
the Papiſfts. Tis there ſaid, '* That the Apoltle, 
«to Reform an Abe which” crept {even .n .their 
© Times) into ' Love-Feaſts,, which were 1mmed:- 
© ately :before or after the Lords Supper, -.did banifh 
© them thence, and. reduced the manner -of Admi- 
«ſtring the Lords Supper. to. the firſt Infirumon, 
@ſaying, Shall { praiſe you. in this? T praiſe you 
Cot; for I have received of the Lord-that which *T 
© delivered unta you, Fr. 1 Cor. 11. vert. 22, 23. 
''© Whereby it .is apparent;-/'That-that form of Ad- 
© miniſtration which differeth from the firſt Tait 
© tution, is worthy na Praiſe, :and therefore' no':ace 
* © ceptable - Service to ; God. :For..if-the : Apoſtle 
- © would not,. tolerate an Indifferent thing (as was 
© a Love-;Feait ill then )---to continue ſo near; the 
< Lords. Supper, wheii it was abuſed, ' how would 


* they allow. the. change: of; Sirrjng.into Keeling, 


© eſpecially in .theſe zwo-Conkidprations 2.7 14 


. * Firit,. Becauſe the abnſe.of -Lowe-Feajhs- 27 
"© Superfluity) was: never {o:great and. ſrandaldas fi- 
 ©*the Apoſtles time, :as the To of \Rytcelin © (ruins. © 
"< Teolatry) ,was and is in'the Synagague of Rome. 
* And. beſides, Lowe-Feafts. were' either before vr 

© 2fter the Lords Supper.; whereas: Kyeeling is in 

© the principal-. part . of the, Holy. Communion. 
"© Therefore if the Apoſtle baniſhed Love - Feafs 
**from the Lords Supper, - becauſe of | the © 45»/e, 
*<and brought the a to-the Simplicity of the 


| (26), _ 

*firft Inftitution, is it 5p OM Sift fo retain” 1 
$ the Jdolatrous Kneeling: of . Papilts; . and. reje& the 

* exemplary Sitting: of our... Maſter: Chrift ? And 
©the rather becauſe it -is in*that'- Sacrament j/- and 
Gn that. part of the" Sacrament . which - eſpecially 

« {etteth forth : our communion with .-Chriſt -and 

© his Church,- and is therefore: called the Commu 

* 2103--------Doth- not God + ftriftly forbid us to 

* fexve him-.as 1dolaters * do: their Godds? The - 
© which - conſidered , + can- Kneeling, wherewith 

© Papiſts:-honour- their - Breadex God, 'be honour- 

© able: to Chriſt -in his holy- Sacrament ? - 

For fach-Reaſons, - many. are convinced, that . 

K peeling at the receiving the Communion is Unlaw- - 
ful; _ and fceing. without Kneeling they . rannot- 
have. Communion ; with-- the - Church © of * : England, . 
they: cannot locally communicate , with her, but- 
yet - highly honour- her: for” the ſoundneſs -of -her + - 
- Doarine, © and +do®.mentally hold --Catholict” Com 

' whnion With her, . fo far as ſhe-agrees- with the 
\,Catholick Church ;,-but.' Neceſſity -makes them to | 
with - hold - local -. Communion - from: them.:-.. To 
make *this'-yet more clear, -- the Reader: muſt. Ob- 
ſerve, + that - the _ Argument - Mr. Baxter - doth: fur- 
.niſh them with, runs'thus, 1: "7s not lawful ts com. 

wunicate with thoſe - that impoſe . Sinful Terms - of 

Communion : This --Mr. Baxter ' atfrms. - But the 

Church "of England impoſeth © many. things as Terms 

of Communion. with them , which. they think are fig. 
ful. Ergo They *muft not communicate” with them. 
New. in the Minor - Mr.- Bexter and tliey differ ; 

ke-thinks -:the things they ſcruple © (for inſtance, 


weelng) -: | 
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'"Raecling). are Lawful, but yet propoſes ſtrong 
Arguments againlt the Lawfulneſs of Kneeling 3 
which Arguments, :though not Convineing unto 
: him, .yet-.are {o-unto them. And therefore whats. 
ever_is his Liberty, it is their Duty to- with-hold 
their Communion from the Church of England, 
. ſtill honouring- her for the ſoundneſs of her Do- 


- Qtrine,  &c. 


d. 11. My..'Baxter in his Schiſm deteffed, p.'.40. 
.. affirms, © That he who: is unjuſtly: caſt out: of the 
- *Church, and by its very Laws Excommunicated, 
© 3pfo facto, is no damned nor ſinful :Schiſmatick, 
-*for Worſhipping. God in . a Church, * that - will 
_ © receive him. 2000 OO | 
« But according to the Judgment: of Mr. Baxter, 
- ©Proteſtant. Diſſenters, - are unjuſtly- caſt out of the 
* Church. of England, .and' by its very Laws, ip/@ 
* fafo, Excommunicated. © Ergo 'they are not Sin- 
- © ful Schiſmaticks. ._ | 
When 2dr. Baxter ſpeaks of 'goirg to another 
: Church, i Mr. Baxter muſt be underſtoed to mean 
2 with-holding Communion:from the Excommuni- 
cating Church, .: and . commuicating with anothee, 
whole : Laws :do not, 2pſo fadfo, Excommunicate.' 
The which -being ſo, the Argument againft'I4. 
Baxter -1s valid for the acquitting their Seperation 
irom 'the Guilt of Sin. 


9. 12. There is another Argument which 34.” 
Baxter, 1n ConjunQtion with Dr. Sherlock gives us, 
aud which will _ the Lay - Diſlenter: COTS, 

Ba : toes 
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: 27! 27:8: ATE © Tts 250. S; FI b:it-4- Dit fo with. boi 1” 
Communtey fi07 4 Sthi{#:31651 Charch: This Dr. Sher- 
feck dothover and —_ uicrt. Bat the Chux " 9 Emnzland 
7s 4 Sciſmatical Chitch, faich Mr. Baxter, it is a Schif: 
matical Church, it is guilty of hancous nd aggravated 
Schiſme. A. Baxter i inhis ff Plea, £41. faith, 


& 14. <If any Proud, or Paſſionate, or -Erro- 
© neous Perſon do, as Diotrephes, calt out the Bre- 
*thren undeſervedly, . by unjuſt Suſpenfiozs, © Silen- 

* cizzs or Exconmunitations, it is TYRANNICAL 
*SCHI SME, what berter Name -ſoever cloaks 

6it. It any ſhould make feaful. Terms of Communion 
©by. Lavs or Mandates, impoſing, things forbidden 
© by God, on thoſe that will have- communion 
<with'i them, :vand expelling. thoſe; that will tot ſo. 
<fin ;- this wore HANEOUS. SCHIS ME; 
eAnd this further thoſe Laws extend, :.and>the more. 
© Miniſters. or People are caſt out 'by them, the - 
| * greater 1s the Schiſ: me. 


 &rx. C | ienj Rioutd: not only Excommunicate fuch” 

« P:xfonsor hot complying with them in'ſin, but alſo” 
* proſecute them with ATulcts, Im prifonments, Baniſh-- 

© ments; 'Or:other. Proſecution, to force them to tran. 

*grels ; 5 This WW cre Fer wore baneon/ ly agoravated _—_ .- 


o 

8. 6. 4* All thoſe would be deeply: guilty of ſuch * 
© Sehiſrm, who by 1 alt, HW7itize or Preaching juſtific 
*3t,.and cry it up, and draw others into : the Guilt, 


« and-reproxch the Tnnoceat as Schiſzexticks, for: not ofc \ - 
* keaBing Gad::. = look to vour {elf; goods Mer.» 
P Baxter; 


FR a 4 
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Baxter, refle& on your Talk and Writing, and c{gat- 
your ſelf from the guilt of Reproaching the Innocens - 
as Sch;ſmaticks, it you can.J But TI ll proceed : 


& 17. *Tf any ſhould corrupt ſuch a Church, or its 
©DofEtrine, - Worſhip or Diſcipline, in the very: Eſſer- 
* rials, by ſetting up forbidden Officers and Worſhip, or 
© caſting out the Oihcers, Worſhip, or Diſcipline {n- 
( ftituted by Chrift, and then proſecute others for not 
* communicating with them, would be- yet the wore 
© Hineous Schiſmes . 


C18. © Ifcither of the Iaſt named; forts would not-be 
contented with mens common With them, but-would 
* alſo filexce and Prof. cate inch as will not 022, juft:fie 
*ind coſeat to all that they do by Subſcriptions, De- 
eclarations, C OUCAARES, Promiſes Or Oaths, this would - 
be yet ore azgravated Schiſus. So tar Mr. Baxter. 

Now let any impartial Reader compare whatis here |, 
faid, with what elſe-where Mr. Baxter accuſes the 
Charch of England of, and he'll find all this to be but 
his Deſcription of the Church of: England, which ac-+ 
cording to the: general import of-his Writings, mult 
be looked on 'as guilty of FHaneors, Aggrawated and 
Craunical Schiſm, that is, to be deeply Schiſmatical ; © 
and : therefore, according to Dy. Sherlock, not to be 
communicated with. = * - 

But I'll draw to a cloſe, beſceching” the Reader to 
conſider well whar Mr. Bexters.judgment 15, about - 
communicating with the Pariſh-Afemblies, by Law 
eſtabliſhed, how much he 15 againſt it, and what a'e 
Tome of his Reaſons, and he will find, 

| <" *Þ "SE 


_»+L,” That My: Baxter. is LAt-MYY againſt communicg--- 
- ting*with the Pariſh-Aſſemblies, as by Law required, 
_ aShis Brethren are. The Pariſh-Aſſemblies,. by. Law 
. eſtabliſhed, are-Dioceſane, and with them, as. ſueh, 
Mr. Baxter. .communicates nor. ... But -firſt fancies 

-, the Pariſh Aſſembly to be a Congregationat Church, and 
,- the Pariſh Minifter to be an Independant Paſtor, exerapt 
: from the ſpiritual Juriſdiftion of the Dioceſane Biſhop, 
- and then holds communion with itas ſuch,” that is; he 
, either communicaxes, with itas if it were what indeed 
it 15. not, ora. it be really ſuch a'Church- as he fancies | 
- it tobe, : his communion with it is enly as 'tis a Church 
ſeparated from-'the National ſettled Order : For the 
Pariſh:Affembly, as. a part of the National ſettled 

; Order,.is no Church, tt has no Paſtor, &c. 

FI, :That Dr. Baxter's communion is no more Ca- 
. tholick thantheirs ; though he talks more of the Name, of 
he has -no-more of the thing than they have. Doth. 
- he hold :Carholick Communion mentally with the Uni- 
. yerſal Church? ſo do they. Do they . with-hotd 
mental communion from YPariſh-Aſſemblies, asby Law 
eſtabliſhed (z.e.) as they are parts of the Dioceſane 
. _nſtitution-? So doth Mr. Bexter. Are the | Con- 
-+.;-.- +tions, to. which their local Communion -is con- 
\ fined, of a Conſtitution different from, and jndepex- 
:d-nt On the Dioceſane? So is the Pariſh Church with 


Ci " + 


.which Mr. Baxtgr communicates, if it be really what | 
_ he fancieth it. be; {ſo that his Lara! Communios: is 
a5 mucypaſuncd to Diſſenting Aſſemblies as theirs is. 

This dn 'a Suppoſition that 4{r. Bexters Imagina- 
. tions were operative, 4d extrs, and would make a real 
change onthe Conſtitution. But if the Pariſh \fſembly 
| ._ . continues, de /acfo, as eſtabliſhed, then T muſt Ys h 


” 


I, 


- from-which a conclufion (uftifying their ſeparation) / 


- - find*em'in his Sch3/ws deretted,p.28,-< Either our Pariſh: Fs 


TT: That Mr. Bane holds both thoſe Pretniles; * 


, 


doth naturally follow. - 'The Premiſes are theſe; 17 is '* 
our undoubted Duty to ſeparate from the” Corruptions that * 
are in the Pariſh Aſſemblies. '- But the very" Conflitation © 
of the Pariſh Aſſemblies and- Miniſtry, by Law eftabliſhed, 
are Corruptions.:' Theſeare Mr.Baxter's Prentuſes.” And ' 
let the World judge wherher this Concluſion" Tnamely, 

That it ts our undoubted Duty to ſeparate from the Pariſh - 

Aſſemblies and Miniſtry, as by Law e#abliſhed] doth not © 
naturally flow from them, juſitfying a- with-holding + 
Communion -from the Pariſh Aſemblies.* In fine, it © 
mukſtbe obſerved,that if the Pariſh'Afſemblies be really - - 
de fafto, but parts of the* Dioceſane Church; and no com» ' * 
pleat Churches, Ar. Baxter muſt juſtifie the Separation, ' ? 
and that he doth ſo, I will give you his own-words; asT-* * 


* Churches (faith he) are true Churches, or not; iffnot, ” 
©the Separatifs are {0 far in the Right, and feparate not © © 
© from true Churches, ev ome, becauſe they ſeparate ©. 
«from them : ſo far Mr. Baxter ;* who,! ifthe Pariſh, 
Aſſemblies be but-parts of the DiocelaneConfitutions iy, 
and: not true compleat particular Churches, juſtifies WR, p* 
ſeparation from 'em ;' And who knows not, that Wie. ©. * 
Pariſh Aſſemblies, as by Law eſtabliſhed, are byt patty '* 
of the Dioceſane 2+: | | * + 
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